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1. Poorly Nailed or

Overdriven Fasteners
If your siding is held together by nails 

that are either too shy or too eager, 

you’re asking for trouble. Siding panels 

need to be secured firmly to your 

home's exterior, but overdriven or 

incorrectly placed nails can cause 

major problems.

2. Incorrect Siding

Alignment and Gaps
Panels that are uneven or improperly 

spaced can create noticeable gaps, 

which not only look unsightly but also 

expose your home to water infiltration 

and pest infestations. Improper 

overlap between panels is bad news, 

too. It could leave vulnerable spots 

that allow rain and snow to penetrate 

your home's exterior.

3. Inadequate 

Weatherproofing and 

Moisture Protection
Siding is designed to protect your 

home from the elements, but 

inadequate weatherproofing during 

installation is a silent troublemaker. A 

solid moisture barrier or house wrap 

underneath the panels acts as a shield 

against water infiltration, helping to 

prevent structural damage caused by 

trapped moisture.

4. Poorly Installed

Flashing Around

Windows and Doors
Flashing around windows and doors is 

a small detail crucial for keeping 

things dry. When flashing is improperly 

installed or missing altogether, water 

can seep behind the siding, leading to 

leaks, mold, and damage to the 

interior walls.

5. Choosing the Wrong Type

of Siding for Your Climate
Siding materials vary in durability, 

weather resistance, and maintenance 

requirements. One of the most 

common mistakes homeowners make 

is choosing a siding type unsuited to 

the local climate. Picking the wrong 

type is like making your home wear 

flip-flops in a snowstorm—it looks fun 

at first, but you’ll regret it quickly.

6. Neglecting Proper

Ventilation
Siding isn’t just about aesthetics. It also 

plays a role in home ventilation. Proper 

airflow helps prevent moisture buildup 

inside your walls, reducing the risk of 

mold and structural damage. If soffits, 

fascia, or vents are blocked during 

siding installation, your home may 

experience poor air circulation, 

trapping moisture and compromising 

indoor air quality.

7. Failing to Account

for Expansion

and Contraction
Siding materials, particularly             

vinyl, expand and contract with 

temperature changes. If installers fail 

to leave enough space for expansion, 

the siding can buckle, warp, or crack 

over time. That’s why professionals use 

fastening techniques and spacing 

guidelines to allow for natural 

movement without compromising    

the structure of the panels.
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